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dence of dramatic quarrels proves that hate, though outweighed by
love most of the time, is very powerful.
As has been previously indicated, the sisters of the mother are
secondary and substitute mothers throughout childhood, and this
relationship prevails throughout life.
Uncles and aunts on the father's side usually play a much less im-
portant role in the individual's life. The brothers of the father,
though not called by the same kinship term as the father, are to
some extent identified with him. However, although dealings with
the paternal uncles and aunts are ordinarily pleasant, a child's con-
tacts with them are usually less frequent and intense than with those
on the mother's side.
GRANDPARENTS  AND GRANDCHILD
The child usually sees his father's parents much less frequently
than his mother's but both sets of grandparents tend to behave to-
ward their grandchildren much as do white grandparents. That is,
they are dominantly solicitous and indulgent. Navaho children like-
wise respond with warm affection.
The principal differences from white relationships arise from the
greater degree of mutual responsibilities among Navaho grand-
parents and grandchildren. The mother's parents, in particular, take
much more responsibility for the training and discipline of their
grandchildren. (Indeed their behavior would be resented as inter-
ference by most white parents.) In turn, Navaho children are often
obligated to cut wood, haul water, and otherwise look after a feeble
or incapacitated grandparent. Sometimes a child of nine or ten is
assigned to live in the grandparental hogan, which may partially
prevent his normal play with other children.
This is probably one of a number of experiences that leads to the
mixed feelings which Navahos later in life exhibit toward their
elders. A number of autobiographies suggest that adult Navahos
have conscious or semiconscious resentments at having been ex-
ploited as children by older relatives. Perhaps this experience con-
tributes to the suspiciousness with which many of The People regard
all figures of authority.
NAVAHO "PSYCHOLOGICAL" TRAITS
HAVING seen something of the feelings which individuals have for
each other ia the familial world of The People, let us look now at